
George C. Axtell, Lt. General, USMC (Ret.)
“George”

Date of Designation:	 10 May 1941	  NA # 7648
	
Dates of Active Duty:	 15 July 1940-16 August 1940 (PFC),
	 Elimination Training, Anacostia;
	 4 November 1940-31 August 1974.

Total Flight Hours:   7,900
      
Carrier/Ship Landings:   Fixed wing:  235    Rotary:  31

Approximate Flight Hours: 
Jet:  710    Prop:  6,790    Helo:  400     VF/VA:  4,900
VR:  1,850   VT:  750

Combat Tours: 
WW II:	 CO, VMF-323 (F4Us), Apr. 1945 - Jun. 1945.
	 Okinawa - 52 Missions; 6 aircraft destroyed aerial
	 combat (Squadron destroyed 124 enemy aircraft 	
	 in six weeks).
Korea:	 Tactical Officer, MAG-12 and CO, VMF-312 	
	 (F4Us), Apr. 1952 - Oct. 1952. - 123 carrier based 	
	 missions. 
Vietnam:	 Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force and
	 CO, Force Logistics Command, Danang, 
Vietnam-	Sep. 1965 - Oct. 1966.

Aviation Commands:
CO, Service Squadron 32 (SS-32), Apr. 1943 - Jun. 1943.
CO, VMF-323, Jul. 1943 - Jun. 1945.
CO, MCVG-16 (Carrier based), Jul. 1945 - Apr. 1946.
CO, VMF-452 (Carrier based), May 1946 - Dec. 1946.
CO, VMFA-312 (Carrier based), Jul. 1952 - Oct. 1952.
CO, VMF-122, Nov. 1953 - Dec. 1953.
CO, MACG-1, Jan. 1954 - Jan. 1955.
CO, MAG-12, Feb. 1960 - Aug. 1960.
CG, 2nd MAW, Jul. 1970 - Apr. 1972.
CG, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, May 1972 - Aug. 1974.

Combat Awards:
Navy Cross
Legion of Merit with the Combat "V" and two Gold Stars
Distinguished Flying Cross with one Gold Star
Air Medal with one Silver Star

Other Significant Awards:
Distinguished Service Medal

Duty Assignment Chronology
1940-41	 Student, Naval Air Training Command.
1941-42	 Instructor, Instruments, Pensacola, FL.
1942-43	 U.S. Naval Academy's Postgraduate School, 	
	 (Meteorological Engineering).
1943-45	 Commanding Officer, Marine Fighter  		
	 Squadron 323, Okinawa campaign. 		
	 Squadron scored 124 enemy planes within 
	 six weeks.  No pilots lost in aerial combat. 	
	 (Twelve Aces including Axtell).
1945-46	 Commanding Officer, Marine Carrier Air 	
	 Group-16 (Carrier based).
1946	 Commanding Officer, VMF-452 (Carrier 	
	 based), Hawaii.
1947-51	 Staff assignment, Headquarters, USMC, 	
	 Aviation Detail.
1952	 Commanding Officer, VMFA-312, Korean 	
	 Campaign (Carrier based).
1954	 Commanding Officer, Marine Air Control 	
	 Group-1.
1955-60	 Staff assignment, Headquarters, USMC,
	 Aviation Personnel.
1960	 Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group-	
	 12, Japan.
1962	 Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, 2nd Marine 	
	 Aircraft Wing.
1963-64	 Student, National War College, Washington 	
	 D. C.
1964-65	 Chief of Staff, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.
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Duty Assignment Chronology continued

1965	 Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force, 	
	 Vietnam.
1966	 Commanding Officer, Force Logistics 		
	 Command, Vietnam.
1966	 Promoted to Brigadier General, December 	
1966.
1966-70	 Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 (Logistics), 	
	 Headquarters, USMC.
1969	 Promoted Major General, 1969.
1970-72	 Commanding General, 2nd. Marine Aircraft 	
	 Wing, Cherry Point, NC.
1972	 Promoted Lieutenant General,  April 1972.
1972-74	 Commanding Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, 	
	 Norfolk, Virginia.
8/31/74	 Retired from active duty.

Summary of Significant Career Events
(1)	 American Fighter Ace

Born in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, on November 29, 1920, 
raised in Baden, and graduated from Ambridge High School 
1938. Attended University of Alabama 1938-40; studied 
aeronautical engineering; enlisted in the Marine Corps dur-
ing July 1940 as a Marine Aviation Cadet; commissioned as 
a Second Lieutenant and designated a Naval Aviator in May 
1941. Subsequently he earned a Bachelor of Laws Degree 
and a Master of Arts degree (Comptroller) from George 
Washington University.

Family:
Lieutenant General Axtell's wife, the former Phyllis Crafton 
of Baden, Pennsylvania, died September 9, 1975; he has two 
sons, Lieutenant Colonel Grey C. Axtell USMC (Ret.) and 
Guy C. Axtell, and four grandchildren. He is married to the 
former Shirley F. Barnes of the State of Arkansas.


